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Press release
24 January 2012
New development projects will improve the assessment of point-of-care tests for infectious agents 
Three major projects are to receive over £1 million of government funding to enable them to develop new and improved health-economics tools or products that will assist and improve the design and evaluation of diagnostic clinical trials for infectious agents.
The funding, from the Technology Strategy Board (www.innovateuk.org) in partnership with the Department of Health (www.dh.gov.uk) and with additional contributions from the Economic and Social Research Council (www.esrc.ac.uk) to fund academic social science components, has been awarded for three development contracts.  These will be undertaken by Diagnostics for the Real World (Europe) Ltd, Integrated Medicines Ltd and the Health Protection Agency. 
The funding award follows the organisations’ success in the ‘Assessing the Impact of Near-Patient Testing’ competition for development contracts managed by the Technology Strategy Board and developed in discussion with the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) and the British In Vitro Diagnostics Association (BIVDA).  The competition was run under the Technology Strategy Board’s infectious disease programme that aims to reduce the economic burden, death and illness due to infectious agents.
Iain Gray, Chief Executive of the Technology Strategy Board, said: 
	“Supporting innovation in healthcare is a priority for the Technology Strategy Board. Through 	these contracts we look forward to seeing the development of new and improved health-	economics modelling tools that will help companies and organisations design and evaluate 	diagnostic clinical trials.  We hope these new tools will lead to better adoption of diagnostic 	products by providing assessors and decision-makers with high-quality data on their impact.”

Two of the projects, to be undertaken by Diagnostics for the Real World and the Health Protection Agency, will focus on sexually transmitted infections while the Integrated Medicines Ltd project will focus on sepsis. Ends



Notes to Editors:
1. The Technology Strategy Board is a business-led government body which works to create economic growth by ensuring that the UK is a global leader in innovation. Sponsored by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), the Technology Strategy Board brings together business, research and the public sector, supporting and accelerating the development of innovative products and services to meet market needs, tackle major societal challenges and help build the future economy. For more information please visit: Technology Strategy Board website.

2. The vision of the Technology Strategy Board is for the UK to be a global leader in innovation and a magnet for innovative businesses, where technology is applied rapidly, effectively and sustainably to create wealth and enhance quality of life.  Our approach to accelerating the pace of innovation in the UK is captured in our strategy document, Concept to Commercialisation, published in May 2011.  This builds on our first strategy, developed in 2008, and sets out new directions, taking into account the challenges and exciting opportunities that lie ahead.  To see the new strategy please visit: Concept to Commercialisation.

3. The Technology Strategy Board’s _connect platform provides an effective and powerful way to collaborate online, network and share knowledge with other innovators.  It provides a place to work together securely and share information & knowledge.  Users can utilise the online tools to work collaboratively, discuss ideas and find events.  The networks offer up-to-the minute news on funding, events, articles and publications, plus information about all 15 Knowledge Transfer Networks.  Through the networks, users can find potential business partners, entrepreneurs, collaborators, other innovators, researchers and academics.

4. The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) is the UK's largest organisation for funding research on economic and social issues. It supports independent, high quality research which has an impact on business, the public sector and the third sector. The ESRC’s total budget for 2011/12 is £203 million. At any one time the ESRC supports over 4,000 researchers and postgraduate students in academic institutions and independent research institutes. More at www.esrc.ac.uk

5. The offer of funding is conditional and remains subject to the successful completion of Technology Strategy Board compliance and financial review processes.  The projects to be funded are:

	Project title: Development of tool to assess the costs and benefits of the introduction of POC 	     	Chlamydia tests.
	Project outline:  The objective of this project is to develop a new cost effectiveness tool that can be used 	by health commissioners and providers to assess the costs and benefits of introducing the POC Chlamydia 	Rapid Test.  The new tool will overcome limitations of existing models and provide empirical data to fill 	evidence gaps identified by the NHS Health Technology Assessment of the effectiveness and cost-	effectiveness of POC for chlamydia.
	Contact details:  Helen Lee, Diagnostics for the Real World (Europe) Limited, 01223 588080,
	hl207@cam.ac.uk.

	Project title: Quantifying the Economic Impact on Sepsis Patient Care Pathway by Point-of-Care Testing.
	Project outline:  The aim of this project is to understand the costs and outcomes associated with 	introducing a point-of-care (POC) diagnostic test – the ‘BRAHMS’ procalcitonin test – into the management 	of patients presenting with sepsis.  The project will lead to greater connectivity between hospital 	Emergency Departments and Intensive Care Units, and provide the latter with better guidance on 	appropriate therapeutic interventions.
	Contact details: James Blakemore, Integrated Medicines Ltd, 01954 718122, 	james.blakemore@integratedmedicines.co.uk 
	
	Project title: Development of a tool for assessment of the impact of introduction of point-of-care tests for 	STIs.
	Project outline:  We will develop a user-friendly tool that will enable decision makers to explore the costs, 	benefits and uncertainties of introducing point-of-care (POC) testing for chlamydia infection in different 	clinical settings and target populations.  This tool will allow comparison of the costs and benefits of the 	status-quo of current laboratory assays and existing clinical pathways with a clinical pathway built around 	novel POC diagnostics, using a dynamic transmission model of chlamydia infection. 
	Contact details:  Catherine Lowndes, Health Protection Agency, 0208 327 7413, 	catherine.lowndes@hpa.org.uk; Rebecca Howell-Jones, 	rebecca.howell-jones@hpa.org.uk, 0208 327 6520.

6. For further information about the Assessing the Impact of Near-Patient Testing SBRI competition for development contracts please visit: AINPT competition

7. Media enquiries only should be addressed to the Technology Strategy Board’s media relations consultant or manager: 
Nick Sheppard
Media Relations Consultant
Mobile: 07824 599644, Email: nick.sheppard@tsb.gov.uk

Claire Cunningham
Media Relations Manager
Mobile: 07554 115745 Email: claire.cunningham@tsb.gov.uk. 

8. Companies and other organisations seeking information about Technology Strategy Board funding competitions should visit the Competitions page of the Technology Strategy Board website – Competitions page , email mailto:competitions@innovateuk.org or phone the Competitions Helpline at 0300 321 4357. 

9. To see all press releases from the Technology Strategy Board please visit: Press Releases.

10. To subscribe to the Technology Strategy Board’s RSS newsfeed please visit: RSS newsfeed.
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